SHOW NOTES
Episode 1. Throw Away the Key

After serving more than 25 years in prison, Sterling Cunio goes before the most
important audience of his life: the Oregon Board of Parole. His supporters and attorneys
argue that Sterling has rehabilitated, and deserves a second chance for a life beyond
prison walls. But even if that’s true, does that mean he should be set free? Locking him
up for the rest of his life won’t bring his victims back, but will it send a message that
demonstrates respect for the lives he took? Will it improve public safety or help his
victims heal? What does justice demand?

Please note: There are many types of parole board hearings. In this episode, Karuna
Thompson speaks of one kind of hearing. Rehabilitation Hearings however, on average
tend to run between 4-5 hours and it has been reported that the Oregon Board of Parole
has consistently been prepared for these hearings.

Be sure to watch our mini-documentary video The Hearing where you will see live
excerpts of the testimonies.
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Companion Video for this Episode: Video 1A - The Hearing

Media

Youtube: Sterling Cunio’s Graduation Speech at Chemeketa Community College,
Oregon State Penitentiary

Youtube: Professor Melissa Buis’ TEDxSalem Talk

Article: Profile on Professor Melissa Buis’ class at Oregon State Penitentiary
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